
Congratulations 
UVic

School of 
Social Work 

Graduates of 

2016!



Lisa Montgomery

“ I would just like to say thank you to my 

family for all their support. I couldn't have raised 

two children as a single mom, worked full-time 

and finished my degree without everyone’s 

support. I appreciate how understanding my 

children were when I had papers to write. 

It's a family affair- my daughter graduated grade 

12 in 2015, my son in June 2016 and myself June 

2016.   It's been a wonderful journey.”



Amber Johnson

I look forward to serving families 

in Child Protection at MCFD

and have a passion for 

bringing more awareness 

and understanding

to the Mental Health sector.

Fruitvale, BC

“

”



Patrick Doerksen

I’m still exploring the many 

options my social work 

degree opens up, but I know 

that I want to integrate my 

passion for nutrition and the

environmental movement in

my work with people.

Victoria, BC

“

”



James Dubé

I am graduating from the 

standard BSW program and 

studied via distance.  

Thanks for letting me stay

connected to the university

for the past two years. 

I am exploring 

different branches of the

field and hope to live 

a little along the way.

Halifax, NS

“

”



Victorine Nubed

I am glad to finally finish my BSW education. In the future I hope to work 

with Child and Family Services.

Calgary, AB

“
”



Cheryl Garden

I am thrilled to have completed 

my BSW through Distance Learning. 

My passions are grief and loss, 

palliative care and working 

with trauma 

(and travel for self care!).

Calgary, AB

“

”



Danika Bisjak

I am thrilled to finally finish my 

Bachelor of Social Work degree! I 

intend to continue working with 

children and youth in the area of 

family development and I hope to 

begin my Masters of Social Work in 

the near future. 

Victoria, BC

“

”



Jennifer Seppola

I am very excited to be graduating 

with my BSW from UVic! I hope to 

work as a case manager with Alberta 

Child and Family Services.

“

”

Lethbridge, AB



Kelsey Finlay

“

”

Victoria, BC

I can’t believe this part of my 

social work journey is over. 

I’m excited to continue working 

with people with mental health 

challenges. 

Congrats everyone! 



Sarah Earle

My future social work goals include

helping others, social and ecojustice,

and making a difference.

“

”

Ontario



Gloria Namuwaya

“

”
Calgary, AB

My experience of getting a Bachelors of 

Social Work at the University of Victoria 

has been fabulous. I felt full support from 

the entire faculty of Social Work and I am 

thankful for their caring attitude, 

especially my practicum coordinator and 

the practicum liaison. Also, I am grateful 

to my family and friends who have supported 

me throughout my study period. I believe 

that Social Work has instilled incredible 

values in me such as empathy, compassion, 

empowerment, critical self-reflection, 

mindfulness and has also solidified my passion 

for social justice. In the future I would like to 

work as a school social worker and 

eventually as an instructor in the 

faculty of social work.



Maddison Desantis
I started working in child 

protection in January. 

I will continue to work towards 

bringing strengths to the 

foreground of our work with 

families, embracing vulnerability, 

transparency and collaboration in 

working alongside communities, 

and challenging the mother-

blame/shame system that has 

burdened the child welfare 

system.

“

”



Jamie Brace 
My current goals in 

social work are to 

work with survivors of 

sexual violence as 

well as to work with 

seniors. 

This picture is me 

doing a keyboard 

drop after submitting 

my final paper of the 

BSW program. 

Victoria, BC (originally Belleville, ON) “

”



Blair Wold

I am so thankful for the learning and skills 

gained from the BSW distance program! I 

am very happy that my final placement 

led to my first “Social Worker” job with 

Edmonton North Primary Care Network! 

Congratulations to my fellow graduates! 

Edmonton, AB

“

”



Hilary Whiting

Congratulations fellow graduates!

I am a distance education student 

from Nanaimo, B.C. which is on the 

traditional territory of the 

Snuneymuxw First Nation.  

I hope to pursue a career in Palliative Care 

or Gerontology and look forward to 

what the future has in store.  Best 

wishes to my fellow graduates as you 

begin or continue on your chosen 

career paths!

Nanaimo, BC

“

”



Laurie Cavan

My goals are to provide a social work 

practice that is primarily informed by 

an Indigenous relational understanding 

of interconnection and advocacy for 

social justice.

Wawa, ON

“

”



Claire Kingston 

I am thrilled to have attained my BSW 

at the University of Victoria! I completed 

my degree via distance/on-campus 

blended format. In the fall, I will be 

starting a clinical MSW program at the 

University of Calgary. In the future, I 

would like to work with children/youth 

who have experienced extensive trauma.

Victoria, BC

“

”



Jillian MacPhee

I am more than grateful to have had the opportunity to study the first year of my 

BSW in Victoria, and the last year at home, on Cape Breton Island. I hope to 

continue my current work with the Department of Community Services – Child 

Welfare, in Sydney, Nova Scotia.

Cape Breton, NS

“

”



Brianna Dusome

I was lucky to be able to 

complete this Bachelor of 

Social Work on campus with a 

cohort of amazing people who I 

hope to continue to cross paths 

with in the profession and life. 

My goal is to complete a 

clinical Masters of Social Work 

degree in the near future. 

I would like to work 

with children and youth 

experiencing trauma, abuse, 

and mental health challenges.

Empire Corners, ON

“

”



Eric Girard

I am thrilled to have completed my 

degree via distance. 

I want to thank my fellow students, 

the School of Social Work faculty, and 

most importantly, my incredibly 

supportive family. 

In the future I hope to work 

as a Mental Health Clinician. 

“

”

Vernon, BC



Annie Bungay

I am so happy to be finishing my 

Bachelor of Social Work via 

distance and wish everyone the 

best of luck in the future! My 

social work goals are to help my 

community strengthen families. 

“

”

Charlottetown, PEI



Kerri Bell
Fellow Graduates, I am a distance 

student from Winnipeg, MB and I am 

elated to complete my BSW from the 

University of Victoria.  I am hoping to 

continue my career with our provincial 

home care program as a Social Work 

Case Coordinator.

"if it doesn't challenge you, it doesn't 

change you" - author unknown.

We have all had challenging roads to 

reach this day, enjoy today and 

congratulations on your success.  

Cheers to the Social Work Class of 2016.

Wishing you success wherever your career 

leads you, remember that graduation is not 

an end, but a beginning.

“

”

Winnipeg, MB



Amie Kilgour

I am happy to finally be receiving my BSW 

after 10 years of study. 

In the future I will be receiving a professional 

designation in Human Resources. I look forward 

to using the skills and knowledge I have acquired 

through my education in Social Work towards the 

field of Human Resources.  

“

”

Victoria, BC



Devon Smallwood (Travers)

Congratulations to the graduating class

of 2016! I completed my Bachelor of

Social Work degree with a Child Welfare 

Specialization via distance education. 

This degree was challenging but 

extremely rewarding. I am looking

forward to beginning my career in

London, England working with children

and their families. 

“Be who you are and say what you feel,

because those who mind don't matter

and those who matter don't mind" 

-Dr. Seuss

“

Ladysmith, BC

”



Kristy Normore

I currently live in Goose Bay, Labrador with my husband and 2 daughters. 

I am now working as a social worker at Child, Youth and Family Services!
“

”

Goose Bay, NL



Greta Cooke

Biggest motivation is my son, I am 

always striving to be a better person 

for him to look up to.

My plan is to work in Child protection 

before moving on to Law school. 

I owe everything I have achieved to the 

support of my family and the Grace of 

my God. ”

Victoria, BC

“



Naomi London

While I am trying to adjust to the 

Canadian weather I pursue social 

justice issues and advocate on 

behalf of marginalized groups. 

In the future I plan to open a 

culinary arts based social work 

practice. Exciting times ahead!

“

”

Whitecourt, AB (originally from Trinidad & Tobago)



Kai Fishleigh

I do not have a particular 

direction in social work as I still 

have many areas to explore, but 

my goal is to support individuals in 

a way that is humble, empathetic, 

and genuine.

“

”

Salt Spring Island, BC



Bronwyn Craigie

I am thrilled to have

completed my BSW through 

distance education! 

I currently reside as a visitor 

in the traditional territory of 

the Algonquin peoples, in 

what is known in colonial 

terms as Ottawa, Ontario. 

In the future, I hope to be an 

advocate for social justice, 

while pursuing interests in 

health and gender issues.

“

”

Ottawa, ON



Pam Anstey

This Social Work degree 

has been 24 years in the 

making for me and I am so 

overwhelmingly honoured 

and grateful to be a part 

of this graduating class.  

My heart's work will always 

be drawn to street level 

social work with 

marginalized populations.

“

”

Newfoundland & Labrador



Lana Lawrence

I'm excited to be starting my career in Social Work!  I'm looking forward 

to getting experience working with mental health and addictions.

Calgary, AB

“
”



Amanda Thoy

I want to combine my political 

studies degree with my social 

work degree to help create 

equitable policies for all Islanders. 

Stratford, PEI

“

”



Kimberly Dudinsky

I'm grateful to have completed 

my BSW on campus at UVic. 

I plan to continue my work in the 

healthcare field with folks facing 

mental health and substance use 

challenges.

Victoria, BC

“

”



Baylie McKnight

I look forward to walking

alongside people on their

journey who are living with 

mental health concerns,

addiction, and trauma. 

My vision is to end red tape

and stigma surrounding

mental illness and addictions,

including by opening a

comprehensive, timely, and

non-judgmental centre.

Victoria, BC

“

”



Alicia McLean

I plan to continue to work at my local 

Children's Aid Society and use the 

knowledge and skills gained in the 

BSW program to strengthen my work 

with children and 

families.

Toronto, ON

“

”



Nathan Russell

I am ecstatic to be finishing my BSW 

by distance! In the future, I hope to 

continue my career as a clinical 

counselor at the family health team 

I've been fortunate enough to land a 

position with, as well as continue on 

with my education in pursuing an 

MSW degree. 

London, ON

“

”



Brittany Ratchford

This my daughter Ophelia in 

the photo with me. 

In the future I hope to work 

with the aging population in 

my community.

Cape Breton, NS

“

”



Sarah Blindheim

My home is in Xwayxway, which is also known 

as the Stanley Park neighborhood in Vancouver. 

I live on the unceded traditional territories of 

three Coast Salish peoples: Sḵwxwú7mesh, 

Tsliel-waututh, and Xwmethkwyiem.

In 2013, I completed my BSW at UVIC, and 

in 2016, I completed my MSW! My learning 

experience in both of these  programs has been 

incredibly rich and I am looking forward to 

putting all of my learning into practice.

My goal is to engage in critical social work 

practice in a community-based setting and I 

hope to continue working in the areas of 

mental health and substance use.

Thank you and congratulations to all of the 

graduates!

“

”
Vancouver, BC



Lea McKenzie

I am excited to be starting my 

career in child protection after 

completing my BSW with a 

specialization in Indigenous child 

welfare. I have lived on 

Vancouver Island for most of my 

life, and in my free time I am an 

outdoor enthusiast, and enjoy 

exploring the island with my dog, 

Makita.

“

”

Vancouver Island, BC



Tanya Wilhelm 

Nanaimo, BC.

This picture is 

symbolic as I 

waited my whole 

life to attend 

University to get 

my BSW and be a 

Mama - now I have 

both!! 

I am presently 

working with 

people who suffer 

from Mental Health 

and Addictions. 

“

”



Brian Garvin

My wife and I 

moved to Victoria 

from Vernon in 

order for me to 

complete my BSW 

on campus. 

In the future I 

would like to 

work

with children and 

families.

“

”


